
On behalf of Manley Parish Council, welcome to the first 2019 edition of Manley News, this
edition’s update has several items to improve things in the Parish, for which we need
volunteers. If you have any questions or comments about things in the Parish, please contact
me at ian.walton@manleypc.co.uk or visit www.manleypc.co.uk

Neighbourhood Watch: Safety and security are always important and the
Cheshire Neighbourhood Watch Association (formerly Homewatch) is actively seeking
volunteers to coordinate Local Neighbourhood Watch Schemes. Each Local Neighbourhood
Watch Scheme is facilitated by a coordinator, whose role is to ensure that the members of the
local scheme are fully linked into all methods of communication to and from the police and
other community safety organisations.

To find out if there is a Local Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in your area, visit
http://cheshire.ourwatch.org.uk, and enter your post code in the ‘Find your local scheme box’
on the home page. You will then have the options of either applying to join the scheme, or
sending your local Coordinator a message.

Keep up to date with Cheshire Police: Our local PCSO is David
Hayes, and he posts regular updates on social media. David can also be contacted directly:

Twitter: @KingsleyGowyPol; Facebook: @Kingsley-Gowy-Police 542570959475387;
Email: chester.lpu@cheshire.pnn.police.uk and David.Hayes2@cheshire.pnn.police.uk

David also holds regular drop-in surgeries around the Parishes in the Kingsley and Gowy area,
and details of these are also listed on the Cheshire Police website:
https://www.cheshire.police.uk/local-policing/chester/kingsley-gowy

Parish Projects: At our Parish Council meeting in December, we decided to hold a
Parish Litter Pick on Sunday 24th March, from 10am, with a free brunch provided in the
Village Hall afterwards. Let me know if you’d like to volunteer!

The Parish Council also agreed to help fund the development and maintenance of the
Memorial Garden in the corner of the Parish Field. This initiative has been started by Philippa
Scott, and - you’ve probably got the idea by now – we need volunteers. It’s neither
back-breaking nor time consuming so please let me know if you can spare a couple of hours
a month to help.

Finally, the Parish Council is keen to invest in projects which can benefit the whole
community, so if you have any suggestions, please send them in.
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Help to Improve our Parish

It is 8 years since the people of Manley & Mouldsworth came together to transform Manley
Village Hall and Manley Sports & Social Club. Under new management the hall has become
a well-used and award winning community centre and the envy of many villages in Cheshire.

The hard work has been done but we need to make the change stick and sustain it into the
future! We need a new tranche of fresh volunteers to bring their energy and ideas to this
valuable asset at the heart of our village life that is so much appreciated. The key admin roles
of Treasurer and Booking Secretary are now paid positions removing that burden from the
committee. What is required is a couple of people who will take over the running of the hall.
In April/May 2019 we will have our next AGM and Rachel Brown and Juliet Compston will
stand down – This is great opportunity to invest some of your spare time in a rewarding
activity, shaping the hall for the community in new ways. The finances of the hall are in great
shape with more than 20k in the savings account and many parts of the hall have been
upgraded in recent years.

Dear reader, please, if you have some spare time and an urge to contribute to our little
community - do come forward and talk to us. We will make the handover orderly and allow
a transition period to ease the new people in, and we will always be on hand for ad hoc help
and advice. If no one comes forward there is a very real risk that the village hall will not
continue. If you would like to engage and secure the future of the village hall please
don’t hesitate to get in touch, either by phone on 07753 912 128 or email
secretary@manleyvillagehall.org

Manley News Team…
Best wishes for the New Year and we hope that you enjoy this latest issue of Manley News.
Please continue to let us know if there is anything you would like to see in your local paper or
anything you would like to contribute towards the  next issue. We aim to produce a new issue
each quarter throughout the year and your input and suggestions would be appreciated - so
please do get in touch to send us news, ideas for articles, or if you can help deliver in the area
where you live… we would love to hear from you. The next issue will be out at the end of April
and the copy deadline for the next issue is Friday 5th April, so please send in any news articles
before then, using the contact details at the bottom of this newspaper.

Volunteer to Save the Village Hall!

www.manleypc.co.uk


There was a farm on the site when he purchased it -
probably around 1800, and he then converted it into a
more luxurious country house. It was later left to   Captain
Fox who rebuilt Manley Hall in 1840 with stone from
Manley Quarry and created a small estate and park. He had
a small wooden footbridge built over Manley Lane to the
grounds of Manley Cottage where his estate manager lived.
After Captain Fox died, Captain Heron came to live at the
Hall - he kept beagles in Kennel Wood & enjoyed cock
fights. His widow lived at Manley Hall till her death when
the property was left empty for some time. Mr D.A. Colt
Williams, who was a barrister, owned it for a while before
Rev Stephen Gladstone (younger son of Prime Minister
William Gladstone) bought it around 1912 with about 60
acres. He decided to modernise it & install electric lighting.
He added a small Chapel to the front of the house which
has subsequently been taken down. He lived there until he
died in 1920 and after his death, his wife Mrs Annie
Crosthwaite Gladstone continued to live there and supported the village in many ways but
mainly by making a substantial contribution towards the fund to build Manley Village Hall,
which opened in 1926. On her death in 1931 Manley Hall became the residence of her eldest
son Albert Charles Gladwin who was a crew member of the Leander Eight who won gold
medals at the 1908 Olympics and also a Director of the Bank of England. He succeeded his
cousin and became a Baronet in 1945.  During the war in 1939-1945 the army took over
Manley Hall. In the 1970’s the house was divided into several dwellings.
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History Spotlight: Manley Old Hall (Part 3)

Mandoku

Seasonal Thoughts…
As the Cathedral Bells ring in the New Year 2019, and the sparkling colours of the fireworks
display fill the night sky, sounding out a message of hope, love and happiness, a greeting wish
to enfold everyone. My thoughts now turn to the vision of a Tree, No! … Not the Christmas
tree. That is put away now for a sleep. Winter is here and how beautiful our trees can look
when making a magical show of glistening, shimmering light, sprayed in ice and snow. Next,
we follow the light of a new Spring. The Trees bursting forth with new buds and green leaves,
to be followed by the blossom and flowers in the Summer sunshine. Come Autumn, the Trees
of the forest and countryside are transformed into a blaze of burnished gold and red - what
wonderful beauty! The next season takes us back to winter, the beginning of a little thought
about ‘The Tree’. A true presence of strength and beauty… and useful too!   

Gardening Tips Flash Fiction
In February and March you can prepare your
garden for the fresh spring growth. The warm
winter saw the bulbs emerge early so I have
already raked over the beds in preparation for
spring mulching. Perennials have been cut
close to the base, except those I left for winter
structure and the wildlife; I will cut them close
to the base before the crowns start to grow,
along with the deciduous grasses. Evergreen
grasses will need to be tidied too. I have also
removed the old Hellebore leaves to reveal
the flowers. With secateurs in hand I will
slowly complete the pruning; winter flowering
shrubs that have finished flowering and those
grown for their winter stem colour. Buddleia
and Clematis can be pruned now, reducing
last summers growth to within a couple of
buds of the old growth; prune Hydrangea
paniculata and ‘Annabelle’ in the same way.
Mop-headed hydrangeas flower on previous
year’s wood and should be thinned by a third.
It is the last chance to prune grapevines and
wisteria, cutting the laterals back to one or two
buds. Gather the waste material for the
compost heap. Time also to lift and divide
snowdrops before they die back, plant roses,
fragrant flowering winter shrubs, rhubarb,
lilies and allium bulbs, but only if the ground
isn’t frozen. Start chitting potatoes and forcing
rhubarb for an early crop, sorting seeds in
preparation for sowing and preparing
vegetable seed beds. Most important is to
enjoy your garden and keep feeding the birds!

Landscape & Garden Design
sally@gardenspaces.co.uk • 01928 740 002

Car Park King
Charlie Stewart had a rotten life. His wife
despised him, on every level from his
intelligence to his performance in bed. His
mother said that all he did was clutter up the
house, and she wished that he had never been
born, whilst his children thought that he was
worthless – clearly, except at Christmas and
birthdays.
But at work he was King of the Car Park - and
ruled his realm with ruthless efficiency. The
most minor infraction of Charlie’s parking
regulations would bring down his wrath and
fury on the offender. This is why when the
visitor had sneaked in when Charlie’s back
was turned, and had parked with one wheel
resting on the edge of the white line of the
designated bay, the Car Park King’s rage was
uncontrollable. First, parking in the visitors’
bay without prior permission and then having
the utter temerity not to keep within the
clearly defined space.
Charlie was waiting for him, tense and battle
ready - notebook and pen hovering to issue
one of the fines which brought joy to his heart
and a sense of well-being to his life. The
casually dressed visitor came down the stairs
and ambled across to his car unaware of the
onslaught he was about to face. Charlie drew
himself tautly to attention and straightened his
peak cap. “And who do you think you are,
parking like that?” The young man was
smiling and relaxed. “I’m Mark Harbison.
Pleased to meet you. I’ve just bought the
company”.        © Frank Melling

Manley Spring Fair… Plans are now well underway for Manley Spring
Fair, which will take place on Bank Holiday Monday 6th May, 2019. We hope you will put
this date in your diary and come along and enjoy the day. If you can volunteer for an hour or
two on the day, or if you would like to reserve a stall, please contact Juliet Compston on 07808
912 741/ julietcompston@gmail.com

1

1

5

3

8

5

3

7

4

2

3

2

9 7

6

9

1

9

5

1

4

7

3

5

5

5

6

2

6


